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HOUSE BI LL 2049

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kilnmer, Haler, Wllace, Walsh, Sells, Springer,
Upt hegrove, Sinpson, Chase and Linville

Read first tinme 02/15/2005. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to enhanced permt assistance pilot prograns;
anmendi ng RCW 43. 42. 010; adding a new section to chapter 43.42 RCW and
maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.42 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that Iland wuse and environnental
permtting prograns have been created to protect public health and
environnental quality. The legislature believes that such permtting
processes should be fair, transparent, and understandable. The
| egislature also finds that permt applicants seek predictability,
efficiency, and collaboration in permtting decisions.

(2) At the local permtting level, the legislature finds that
accurate information, permt coordination, and problem solving are
critical for applicants. The legislature finds that |ocal permtting
centers nust respond to a wde variety of permt applicants, fromthe

i ndi vi dual citizen seeking a building permt to internationa
corporations requiring multiple federal, state, and local permts. The
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| egi sl ature recognizes that l|ocal permtting departnments may not be
sufficiently funded or organized to the extent necessary to provide
enhanced technical assistance for different types of applicants.

(3) Therefore, the legislature intends to provide financial
assistance to local permtting departnents to assist themin enhancing
service, inproving process efficiency, and increasing predictable
permtting outcones.

Sec. 2. RCW43.42.010 and 2003 ¢ 71 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The office of regulatory assistance is created in the office of
financi al managenent and shall be adm nistered by the office of the
governor to assist citizens, businesses, and project applicants.

(2) The office shall

(a) Maintain and furnish information as provided in RCW43. 42. 040;

(b) Furnish facilitation as provided in RCW 43. 42. 050;

(c) Furnish coordination as provided in RCW43. 42. 060;

(d) Coordinate cost reinbursenment as provided in RCW43. 42. 070;

(e) Work with state agencies and | ocal governnents to continue to
devel op a range of permt assistance options for project applicants;

(f) Review initiatives developed by the transportation permt
efficiency and accountability commttee established in chapter 47.06C
RCW and determne if any woul d be beneficial if inplenmented for other
types of projects;

(g0 Work to develop informal processes for dispute resolution
bet ween agencies and permt applicants;

(h) Conduct custoner surveys to evaluate its effectiveness; ((and))

(1) Provide the follow ng biennial reports to the governor and the
appropriate conmmttees of the |legislature:

(i) A performance report, based on the custonmer surveys required in
(h) of this subsection;

(i1) Areport on any statutory or regulatory conflicts identified
by the office in the course of its duties that arise from differing
| egal authorities and roles of agencies and how these were resol ved.
The report may include recomendations to the legislature and to
agenci es; and

(ti1) A report regarding use of outside independent consultants
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under RCW 43.42.070, including the nature and anount of work perforned
and inplenmentation of requirenents relating to costs;

(j) Dissemnate information about best permtting practices to
| ocal governnent permtting departnents; and

(k) Select two local governnent permtting offices to participate
in an enhanced permt assistance pilot program Such enhancenents may
include, but are not limted to:

(i) Creation of local and state interagency permt review teans,;

(ii) Use of advanced online permt applications;

(iii) Streamining permt processes;

(iv) Using | oaned executives; and

(v) Additional technical assistance and quidance for permt
applicants.

(3) ((A-director—ol—the-olHce——shall—be hirednotater—than—June—4—
2003.

£4)y)) The office shall give priority to furnishing assistance to
smal | projects when expendi ng general fund noneys allocated to it.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This sumof two hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year ending June 30, 2006, from the general fund to the office of
regul atory assistance for the purposes of this act.

--- END ---
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